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Introduction 
 
Congratulations on using one of the most flexible and powerful databases in the world, OpenInsight from Revelation 
Software. 
 
This Quick Start guide is designed to help you port your existing Advanced Revelation application into OpenInsight 
using the Arev32 interface. 
 
The Arev32 interface allows users and developers to run Advanced Revelation (Arev) character-based MultiValue 
applications in a VT100-compliant console application powered by OpenInsight.  The Arev32 code is built into 
OpenInsight, but requires some external set up. 
 
Arev32 works as its own development and runtime environment, so an application could be created from scratch.  
However, it is expected that most systems that will be using Arev32 will be installed using the Arev32 Conversion 
Wizard import process. 
 
Before starting the conversion process please take note of the following: 
 

·  If your source application is Arev version 3.1 or below, remove the indexes in Arev and add them back 
manually in Arev32. 

·  If your application uses any custom MFS’s, copy them into the OpenInsight application before starting the 
Arev32_Conversion_Wizard. 

·  When Arev source code is compiled in Arev32, as a default the precompiled code is stored in the 
OI_PRECOMPILED_CODE table. 

·  Arev32 runs in an Arev 3.12 type environment.  In Arev 3.12 many of the commands were changed. 
LISTFILES became LISTTABLES, COPY became COPYROW, etc.  In the VOC supplied with Arev32 
we have both sets of commands.  If you have a local VOC that you will be attaching in your application, 
typing the command OLDSTUFF at Arev32 will create the old commands. 

 
 
Thanks again for trying out such a great product, and good luck! 
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Starting OpenInsight 
 
I. Starting OpenInsight 
 

1. Launch OpenInsight. 
2. Start, Programs, OpenInsight Development Suite, OpenInsight Sysprog.   
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II. Opening an Existing Application 
 

3. The Application Manager window for the SYSPROG application will be displayed as 
shown below. 
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Preparing for your conversion 
 
I.    Reviewing you existing Arev application  
 

1. Below is a screen image of the Arev application HOMECARE that we are going to convert. 
 
 

 
 
2. From TCL we will list the VOLUME names attached to this application. 
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3. From TCL we will list the files attached to this application and note the application name (HOMECARE). 
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4. From TCL we will list the files that contain RBASIC programs. 
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II.   Creating your application in OpenInsight  
 

5. From the File menu of the Application Manager we will create a New Application. 
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6. We will name the new OpenInsight application HOMECARE and create a user called HOMECARE.  

 

 
 

7. Your HOMECARE application has been created and you are now logged in to that application. 
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Converting your application to Arev32 
 
I.   Starting the Arev32 Conversion Wizard  
 

8. Highlight AREV32_CONVERSION_WIZARD from OpenInsight Form Executables and double-click on 
the item while holding the SHIFT key down. 
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9. The Arev32 Conversion Wizard will launch.  Click Next to continue. 
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10. Enter the name of the OpenInsight/Application to which the Arev application should be converted.  The 
OpenInsight Account/Application must be an existing application. 

 
Enter the name of the Arev Account/Application to be converted. 
 
Click Next to continue. 
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11. Enter the location of the Arev application’s SYSTEM table.  Click the Browse… button to navigate to the 
correct path. 

 
Click Next to continue. 
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12. In the From Locations column, enter the location(s) of the Arev application’s  files to be converted.  Thses 
should contain all the locations necessary to run your existing application. 

 
In the To Locations column, enter the location(s) of the new Arev32 application’s directory to which the 
existing Arev application files should be copied.  The To Locations column data should not contain spaces. 
 
Note: If the location does not exist, the system will prompt with a question to create the folder.  If a path is 
not specified the data folders will be created in your OpenInsight directory.  Revelation Software suggests 
that the data folders should be located within the OpenInsight directory for optimum performance. 
 
The Double Click event of the edit table will display the Browse For Folder dialog box. 
 
The location selected will be placed into the column and row of the edit table in which the cursor is active. 
 
Click Next to continue. 
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13. Check the box to rebuild indexes. 

 
Click Next to continue. 
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14. Check the box to replace dots with underscores in your dictionary tables. 
 

Click Next to continue. 
 
Note: Underscores are an OpenInsight convention.  Clicking on the box will facilitate in converting your 
Arev32 applications to OpenInsight, however you will need to then manually retrofit all source code 
(functions, subroutines and dictionary symbolics) to recognize the underscores. 
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15. Check the box to recompile programs. 
 

Click Next to continue. 
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16. Check the box to copy your tables.  It is recommended that all tables be copied. 
 

Click Next to continue. 
 

 
  



Arev32 9.2 Quick Start Guide  Page 22 of 51 

Copyright © 2010, Revelation Software. All Rights Reserved. 
 

17. Click Finish to complete the Wizard. 
 

Note: At any point during the Wizard the Back button may be clicked to change settings or the Cancel 
button may be clicked to cancel the process. 
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18. Once the Wizard is complete the Arev32 Conversion window is displayed.  The window will be populated 
using the information you provided to the Wizard. 

 
The conversion information must be saved by clicking the Save Info button.  A record containing the 
conversion information will be created within the SYSENV table.  The key to the record is 
AREV32_SCREEN_RECORD_@DBID.  The Load Info button will load the saved information into the 
form. 
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19. Click the Convert App button.  The Arev32 conversion process will then begin.  A series of messages will 
be displayed within the status lines at the bottom of the screen.  Once the application has been created, the 
source files will be displayed in the edit table beneath the button row. 
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20. Messages being displayed within the status line. 
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21. Click the Save Info button, then the Close button.  Prior to recompiling your programs the volumes must 
be detached and re-attached.   Completely close OpenInsight and then re-open. 
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II.   Preparing your application for recompile 
 

22. From the Application Manager select Application Tools, Database Manger.  Double-click on OpenInsight 
Tables to display the volumes currently attached to OpenInsight. 
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23. The DATAVOL2 and HOMECARE volumes that were added by the Arev32 Conversion Wizard must be 
removed and re-attached.  From the Database Manager select File, Remove Table. 
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24. All tables in the DATAVOL2 volume will be removed. 
 

 
 

25. All tables in the HOMECARE volume will be removed. 
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26. Once the tables have been removed the Database must be saved.  From the Database Manager select 
Database, Save. 
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27. Selected tables from the DATAVOL2 and HOMECARE volumes will now be added.  From the Database 
Manager select File, Add Table. 
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28. The DATAVOL2 volume does not contain any system tables, therefore all tables will be attached to the 
database. 
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29. The HOMECARE volume contains system tables.  These system tables should not be attached to the 
database and are not selected. 
 

 
 

30. Several tables may be already attached and the new version will need to replace the existing version. 
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31. Once your tables are re-attached to the database the database must be saved.  From the Database Manager 
select Database, Save.  The application is now ready to resume the recompilation process. 
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  III.   Recompiling programs and preparing the envir onment 
 

32. The AREV_TO_AREV32 form will be utilized to resume the conversion process.  From the Application 
Manager select OpenInsight Form Executables, AREV_TO_AREV32.  Holding the Shift key down, double-
click on AREV_TO_AREV32 to launch the form. 
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33. The conversion information that was saved in step 18 will be loaded into the form by selecting the Load 
Info  button. 
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34. Select only the row(s) with tables containing programs for re-compilation.  If tables with programs are not 
listed add them manually.  Click the Recompile button.  The recompile process will display messages in 
the form’s status lines. 
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35. Once complete, a report will display with the results from the compilation.  Any programs with errors must 
be corrected and recompiled within Arev32. 

 
Click the Close button on the Conversion form to complete the conversion process. 
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36. In order to emulate the Client/Server environment of Arev, it is suggested to modify the SYSENV CTO 
record within OpenInsight to not utilize the Engine Server.  By default OpenInsight is configured to use the 
Engine Server. 

 
From the Application Manager select Application Tools, System Editor, File, Open, Record. 
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37. Select the SYSENV table and CTO record. 
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38. Replace attribute 1 of this record with a “.” and save the record.  OpenInsight is now configured for use 
with Arev32. 
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   IV.    Launching your Arev32 application 
 

39. To launch your Arev32 application from the Application Manager select Application Tools, Arev32.   Make 
sure all your start up processes are set correctly. 
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40. Your converted Arev application launches to the Main Menu. 
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41. Existing windows run “as-is”. 
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42. By default Arev32 sets the default printer to the OIPI (OpenInsight Printer Interface) pseudo printer. 
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43. Any standard print output directed to the OIPI printer will display to the Print Preview window.  The 
captured output can then be re-directed to any printer on the network, saved as a pdf or emailed. 
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44. To launch your application directly into Arev32 you need to set up your Application Entry Point.  From the 
Application Manager select File, Application Properties. 
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45. Click the Setup Entry Point button. 
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46. Choose AREV32_STANDALONE_FORM as your Application Entry Point.  Click OK.  You must close 
OpenInsight for your changes to take effect.  When OpenInsight is re-started your application will launch 
directly into Arev32. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations! You’ve successfully completed your first Arev32 application using OpenInsight. And what 
you’ve learned here is just the beginning. You may continue by taking a look at the sample applications that are 
included with OpenInsight, or begin your own development project. Whatever your choice, we wish you 
continued success using OpenInsight. 
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